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Sole Source Determination Summary (Services)

Date:  11/06/2014
Commodity Specialist’s Name:
Mike Weges 
Commodity Specialist’s Recommendation:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved        FORMCHECKBOX 
Disapproved






If disapproved, agency contacted      
Agency: Department of Community and Economic Development  





Supplier Number:  139129
Supplier: Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors 




Sole Source ID Number:  23931
Estimated Dollar Amount:   $1,000,001 - $5,000,000 over 5 years
Federal Funds: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes        FORMCHECKBOX 
No
Check box below and complete Agency name if request is over $250,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  The Department of General Services delegates to the Department of Community and Economic Development the authority to act as purchasing agency for the procurement of the service(s) listed below.

Please keep in mind that this delegation requires that you carry out this procurement according to requirements of Section 518 of the Commonwealth Procurement Code (62 Pa. C. S. 518) and to the policies and procedures outlined by DGS in the Procurement Handbook.

Services: 
Supplier to collect county, municipal and school district statistics, including, but not limited to, tax rate information, financial data, financial condition and officials information under various state statutes.
Agency Summary:
The Department's collection of municipal statistics is currently performed by 3 full-time consultants and 1 part-time

consultant provided by the Supplier. Consultants are required to work on site in the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services office, which provides the opportunity for them to respond directly to calls for direction and

assistance from the call center line and also allows for collaboration and direct access to local government and IT

personnel and resources housed within the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services. These consultants have combined experience of over 25 years in the performance of this work for the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services. This is experience that cannot be replaced. These consultants have worked in the Municipal Statistics System (a complex data structure of interrelated modules designed to house specific local government data) since its inception in 2005 and have played a significant role in ongoing testing and improvements. The fact that the Supplier has played and continues to play an integral role in the performance of this work provides them with expertise that cannot be duplicated. In addition, all data that is collected as part of the Municipal Statistics data collection process must be done with a thorough understanding of the legislative reporting requirements. The Department is required to issue reporting forms, receive reports, enter data into the database, maintain and produce completed statistics and certify local government data, including but not limited to, local government tax rates, tax effort, financial data, financial condition and officials under, but not limited, to the following state statutes:

Act 130 of 1955 as amended

Act 317 of 1931 (amended by Act 22 of 2014)

Act 399 of 1957 as amended

Act 331 of 1931 as amended

Act 69 of 1933 as amended

Act 581 of 1996 (amended by Act 37 of 2014)

Act 237 of 1949 as amended

Act 511 of 1965 as amended

Act 1, SS of 2006

Act 7 of 2007

Act 32 of 2008

Municipal Authorities Act of 1945 as amended

Act 110 of 2001

Act 130 of 2000

Act of 1949, P.L. 819, No. 215

Act of 1949, P.L. 873, No. 237

Act 47 of 1987

Act 103 of 2002

Act 77 of 1993
Administrative Code 71 P.S. §339

Act 62 of 1972

Act 205 of 1984

Act 24 of 2001 (amended by Act 96 of 2002)

Act 442 of 1968 (amended by Act 153 of 1996)

Act 50 of 1998

The collection of this legislatively required data is complex and would make training new consultants overwhelming,

impractical and disruptive to legislatively required deadlines. Furthermore, the Tax Register, used by employers across

Pennsylvania and nationally, is the official source to determine withholding rates for employees. Information in the

Tax Register is reflected from source data captured in the Tax Information Form from municipalities and school

districts. The Tax Register is legislatively required to be published twice annually. To replace the current knowledge

base would be disruptive to the on-going data source collection needed for presentation in the Tax Register, detrimental to DCED’s ability to fulfill its statutory obligations regarding Tax Register publication and would negatively

impact the collection of earned income tax revenue estimated in excess of 3 billion. In addition, timely completion of the Municipal Statistics forms and data collection processes are imperative for the annual distribution of state liquid fuels funds to municipalities, distribution of the local shared portion of the Allegheny County 1% sales tax, early detection of financial distress at the local level, and the legislatively required publication of the Tax Register. To replace the current knowledge base would impinge upon the Department's ability to fulfill its statutory obligations, disrupt critically important legislative deadline requirements and negative
Procurement Summary:  

It is the recommendation that this Sole Source be approved.  After discussions with Jill Busch, DCED legal counsel, and an extensive web search for possible suppliers that could conduct this type of research and analysis turned up no other supplier than the recommended supplier.  Combined with the required experience and knowledge of the 25 different pieces of legislation that make up this program, the services that are needed are highly specialized and require attention to detail that no other organization attempts to offer.   This particular service has been previously solicited by DGS as an RFP for the past 15 years, and during those purchasing processes no other supplier has bid
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